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ROSTER ARTIST:  Robbi K 
 
How would you briefly describe your art form for audiences who have never seen or heard you 
perform?                                                                                                       
Hopefully, I combine theatre, music, puppetry, storytelling, culture and a certain ‘je ne sais quoi’ type of 
‘gusto’ to the realm of entertainment that is attended by, multi-generational, family audiences. 
 
What’s essential to the work that you perform?                                                                  
Truth. Love. Sincerity. 
 
How has the artistry you provided affected audiences and communities at large?   
People let me know after my shows that something I did touched them is some way – as a memory, as a 
moment of fellowship 
 
How has your company grown and changed over time?   
Well, I suppose that the name of my act – Robbi K & Friends, is me plus my friends making music 
together. In the beginning, I worked a lot with my husband, Bakithi Kumalo, who’s played bass for Paul 
Simon for the last 25 years.  The band was mostly his friends and colleagues who accepted my mission 
and work as their own – making them truly friends….I mean these are very successful musicians – 
Anton Fig, Morris Goldberg, Richard Cummings, Jimmy Owens, Bashiri Johnson.  I was really able to 
present my music in the best possible way with their help. Down side to working with such illustrious 
musicians, they’re busy!  My ‘A’ band kept changing and morphing – but what stayed constant was the 
friendship between us as musicians.   Since then, I now have a core group of musicians that I usually 
tour and perform with, so it’s nice to have such history on stage, it makes playing such a joy!  It’s still 
Robbi K & Friends! 
 
What is your dream project? 
Ha!  A television show for young people that airs in several countries, tons of merch and my family in 
the band! 
 
Name three artists you’d like to collaborate with and why? 
- Dr. Noize – ‘cause he’s cool with the gadgets and he’s amazing.                                                                                          
- David Gonzalez – ‘cause we could do both educational outreach performances AND bar gigs @ night, 
and he’s amazing.                                                                                                                                                     
- Sweet Honey in the Rock  
 
How long have you been on PennPAT’s roster? 
Almost two years. 
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Have you seen an increase in touring since being a PennPAT roster artist?  If so, explain.   
Yup!  I moved from NY and now can work at great venues because of the assistance. 
 
Where do you think your biggest fan base is located and why?   
It used to by NY and DC.  Due to the economy fluctuations, my touring to the Chicago, LA, 
Boston/NY/Washington regions has slowed, thus effecting my public presence. 
 
Do you feel that the economic crunch has hurt your momentum of creating and touring?  If so, 
what are some inventive ways you’ve combated these obstacles? 
Exactly!  Things have been tougher since 2004 or so.  My sister moved from Long Island, NY, my mom 
passed, I could no longer afford to live on Long Island and own a home – so I re-located nearer to my 
brother and his family here in PA. The economy has been better and PennPAT funded work is about 
20% of my annual income.  I’m so glad to be here!  Near my relatives and part of the PennPAT family.  
Thank you so much PennPAT. 
 

For touring information and a three-minute video clip, visit Robbi K’s profile page on the 
PennPAT website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://pennpat.org/RosterArtist.aspx?id=1460

