


Robbi Hall Kumalo -  truly a multi-faceted artist with an 
incredible voice, tons of charisma and charm to win over 
any audience.   Robbi K, as she is often called, started in 
the music business singing with a host of legendary artists 
including Aretha Franklin, Chaka Khan, Arif Mardin, Eileen 
Ivers, Jewel, Diana Ross, Rod Stewart, Mary J. Blige, and 
Harry Belafonte among others.  Bringing to the stage a 
level of excitement, Robbi gives to her audiences freely 
and unselfishly.  Her band members are versatile and  
extraordinary players, who have performed with           
entertainment industry legends. Robbi's personable     
demeanor is the essence of her show; going into her own 

zone and pouring it all out in song. Robbi's larger than life stage presence and 
enticingly beautiful voice have given her the opportunity to perform in many 
settings, always with great success. 
 
 
 
Her theater, film and TV credits include singing on numerous TV and radio 
commercials, as well as extra work on sitcoms and in film.  Robbi is an active 
member of the Screen Actors Guild, American Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists, as well as the American Federation of Musicians.  She's also a 
voting member of The National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences - the 
organization responsible for the Grammy Awards. 
 
 
 
For more than 25 years, Robbi K has 
been performing and working to       
develop young audiences by producing 
joyous and exhilarating programs.  
Robbi K has developed a new kind of 
artistic presentation successfully    
combining music, theater, and culture 
with a worldview that makes a         
dramatic break from the Euro-centric 

bringing a sense of the world         
community to children's entertainment.  
She brings with her Lincoln Center for 
Aesthetic Education Professional 
Teaching Artist training and earnest 
communication skills to enhance her 
performance - be it storytelling to the 
young or improvising with adults.  With a strong message about being of good 
character, young audiences exposed to her work not only continue to sing her 
songs but hopefully are inspired to become more loving and open-minded   
participants in the global community. 
 
 



Robbi sings and speaks English, 
Spanish, French, German, and Italian 
often performing bi-lingually.  In      
addition, she has developed a host of 
characters that incorporate a variety of 
accents, dialects and idioms into her 
shows.  Her award winning CDs for 
children attest to the fact that all     
children relate to great music and    
storytelling and that cultural differ-
ences are opportunities for sharing 
and celebration.  Robbi K has          
recorded with many as well as        
released three children's CDs: Set It 
Free, Keep the Beat! (Honored with a 
Parents' Choice Award), and most 
recently, Music Makes Me Happy,    
recipient of a 2007 Parents' Choice 
Silver Award and an iParenting Award 
of Excellence. 
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H E R E'S W H A T T H E Y'R E SA Y IN G A B O U T R O BBI K U M A L O: 

A terrific 
singer with 

personality to spare
take: It's hard to imagine anyone resist-
ing Robbi K's charm, dedication and all-

 
 

 CD, 
Keep the Beat!, is 

Award-winner!  Robbi has contributed 
her vocal, songwriting, arranging, and 

Choice Award-winning albums. With 
Music Makes Me Happy, she crafts a 
joyful, exuberant music celebration of 
both life and childhood. Brava Robbi 
K! 

-Lahri Bond, Parents' Choice 

http://www.parents-choice.org/default.cfm


"Music Makes Me Happy" 
Features music in a variety of styles including jazz, folk, the blues, pop, world 
beat and folk songs.  This concert is perfect for those who like to sing & dance 
along with a live band of 4 multi-talented musicians!  Great Fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discography 

Set it Free Keep the Beat! Music Makes Me Happy 

"Jazz Me Some History, Baby!" 
Vocalist Robbi K narrates a jazz           
performance for that uses dance, music, 
and storytelling to trace the history of 
American Jazz music.  Robbi K & Friends 
pay tribute to music from the African   
Continent through the early 1900's rags, 
to be-bop, gospel, and the blues up to the 
smooth sounds of modern day jazz. 

A rts In Education Family Concerts 

Keep the Beat! DVD 



The Robbi Kumalo Quartet performs a     
variety of songs from all sorts of musical 
genres - some original, some familiar - that 
represent her musical journey as a singer/
songwriter/musician.  Robbi spent many 
years in NYC as a vocalist in the commercial 
and recording industries.  Pivoted to many 
great stages, places and situations, 
Robbi's experiences constantly shape and 
steer the music within her soul.  Whether 
gospel, pop, jazz, roots, classical or R & B - 
Robbi has a plethora of music to share as 
music has touched Robbi's life in the most 
amazing ways.  Her concert Coming Back 
To Me is a personal, candid look going back 
to Robbi's musical beginnings as a classical 
piano student at age 7 to television          
appearances with Diana Ross on Oprah,  
Interwoven in the music are lots of stories - 
funny, sad, happy and strange about her  

fantastic journey as an artist.  So to 
tell you it all, she's coming back to her 
musical roots and hopes that the mu-
sic of Coming Back To Me inspires 
you and reminds you that 'Merrily, 
merrily, merrily, merrily - life is but a 
dream! 

Through a multi-layered approach that includes grants to presenters, 
grants to artists, training for artists and marketing support, PennPAT 
seeks to nurture the diverse ecology of presenting and touring.  

Robbi Kumalo Quartet 



Arts In Education 

"Osebo's Drum" (grades K-6) 
Drumming, movement, singing & chanting set the scene for 
Robbi to unfold this traditional tale of a turtle who outwits the 
fierce leopard and is rewarded with a shell. Robbi moves 
about the stage and room constantly, appealing to the        
audience as she acts out the many characters.  

"Keep the Beat" (Grades K-7) 
Keep the Beat is a multi-lingual world music     
concert featuring folk songs from around the globe 
with pulsating energy and interactivity. The      
emphasis of Keep the Beat is how people all over 
the world are connected by music, history, and 
daily interaction. Robbi K & Friends chant with you 
in Hausa, sing with you in Hindi, hum Zulu folk 
songs like Mbube, dance to the Latin clave 

rhythm, and sing in reggae style celebrating I'chaim - celebrating things we 
have in common with each other!  Watch out for the dancing South African 
Rooster!  He's sure to get you up and dancing to Keep the Beat! 

"Red White & Blue:  
Hooray for You" (grades K-6)   
An interactive concert that looks at US 
Immigration thru song and dance.  Red 
White & Blue starts with Native American 
songs, continues thru variety of cultural 
folk songs carried to the US carried by 
the Immigrants coming thru Ellis Island 
including Sweet Molly Malone, Santa 
Lucia, Hava Nagilah, and Mo Li Hua 
(The Jasmine Song). The concert is 
rounded out with some of our greatest 
patriotic music like You're A Grand Old 
Flag, US Army Anthem and the Battle 
Hymn of The Republic thrown in for good 



Arts In Education 
"Songs of Freedom" (Grades 5-7) 
Robbi K & Friends focus on two pivotal 
times in American history: Slavery and 
the Civil Rights Movement.  
 
This a cappella concert is presented by 
four dynamic vocalist who use harmonic 
artistry, poetry and movement to       
demonstrate the American spirit and the 
nation's quest for freedom.  Students 
connect historical dates, events, and slide show images of historical moments 
and people to the music.  Songs of Freedom can also be booked as a vocal 
collaboration workshop/residency to incorporate your school's choir into the 
assembly.   
 
 

Workshops & Professional Development 
Robbi Kumalo's collaborative partnership workshops, school age residencies 
and professional development seminars for educators make a perfect         
compliment for further community outreach.  Her workshops are high energy 
and interactive in an effort to explore and educate through the arts. 
 
School Age Workshops:  Based on a variety of theatre games, Robbi K     
develops her workshops based on your particular needs.  Here are a few of the 
workshops she has partnered to facilitate over the last year: 
 

Storytelling...You Can Do It! 
Daily Voice and Diction 
Poetry in Motion 
How To Make A Career in the Arts 
Theatre Games to Explore the Writer's Craft  

 
 
 
Professional Development:  Understanding that everyone learns best from 
what they do, not what they are told or read, Robbi K's workshops for         
classroom teachers provide hands on experiences with beneficial break-outs 
that leave educators with new teaching tools based on the arts.  
 

Comprehension and Assessment for Leaning Thru Music, Movement, and 
Drama 
Act Right!  Theatre Games for Classroom Management 
Aesthetic Education in the Classroom 
The Hills Are Alive: Connecting the Arts with Core Curriculum  
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